
MARCH 2022 NEWSLETTER

CEM exists to strengthen current churches and to facilitate new church planting. NEW CEM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CHAD HALBACH

CEM has hired a new full-time Executive Director, Chad 
Halbach! Chad and his wife, Marsha, recently moved to 
Duncombe, Iowa, but many of you already know Chad and 
Marsha Halbach from his years as lead pastor at Webster 
City Church of Christ.

Over the last two decades, Chad Halbach has been an 
innovator in ministry. First, Chad served as Director of 
Marketing at Lincoln Christian University (Lincoln, IL), then 
as a church planter and founding pastor of White Water 
Christian Church (Laramie, WY). Chad, most recently, 
served as Webster City Church of Christ’s Lead Pastor. 
Chad brings a depth of experience and knowledge to CEM, 
both as a church planter and a ministry leader.

In addition to his rich ministry experience, Chad is married 
to his high school sweetheart, Marsha, and the father of six 
bright and beautiful children. The family enjoys traveling 
and exploring, skiing, reading, riding motorcycles, and 
working on projects together. They believe that Jesus 
is the only answer for a lost and hurting world and that, 
amazingly enough, that plan includes us. The Halbachs 
believe we are all active participants in ministry and need 
to be ready to go where Christ leads!

Join us in giving a warm welcome to Chad and Marsha 
Halbach!

CHURCHES MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE!

Because of Restoration Movement churches planted in Iowa over the years, 
countless people have been equipped to serve in ministries, missions, church 
planting, and parachurch work throughout the world in the name of Christ. 
They have also impacted their communities by actively living out their faith 
in businesses, nonprofits, government, and every arena of life. It all starts 
with a person’s introduction to a local church, whether through a personal 
relationship, church event, mission’s trip, service project, or Sunday morning 
experience. Local churches make a difference.

BECOME A MONTHLY SUPPORTER!
Visit cemchurches.com/donate to sign up today OR send a check with 
“Monthly Support” on the memo line, and we will send monthly giving 
envelopes for your convenience.

HOW CAN I INVEST IN A 
NEW CHURCH PLANT?
Consider donating one of 
these amounts:

• $5,000 = 1 month of 
church planter’s salary

• $1,150 = 1 week of salary

• $500 = 2 days of salary

• $250* = 1 day of salary

• $125* = ½ day of salary

• $60* = 2 hours of salary

*A great recurring monthly 
amount!
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CEM exists to strengthen current churches and to facilitate new church planting.

Chad would enjoy visiting your church (and any of your leadership team) 
to share extraordinary things God is doing, not only with CEM, but across 
the state and beyond. He brings years of preaching experience, along with 
a unique view into church planting, leadership, and having a big vision for 
things only God can do!

You can reach Chad by email at chad@cemchurches.com or by calling 
(515) 297-4560.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN…



A YEAR IN REVIEW FOR CEM

DIRECTION CHURCH > URBANDALE ANTIOCH CHRISTIAN CHURCH > 
STONEY POINT CAMPUS, CEDAR RAPIDS

Starting amid a pandemic, 
Direction Church has been 
through the fire, and they 
are still pressing on thanks 
to their leadership team’s 
forward focus. Direction 
Church’s location moved 
to 5000 Merle Hay Road 

(Ramada Inn) in Urbandale in late November 2021. This 
venue change has allowed them to expand their children’s 
ministry area and open up seating for their worship services.

The church’s attendance continues to increase and their 
discipleship efforts are changing lives. Jared and team 
baptized two new believers not long before this newsletter 
was written. We invite everyone to go to Direction Church’s 
website and Facebook page to see all of the incredible things 
they are doing!

Website: directionchurch.com 
Facebook: @directionchurch2020

Easter is coming and so is 
the official launch date of 
Antioch Christian Church’s 
new Stoney Point campus! 
Antioch has been gearing 
up for services to begin 
by the weekend of April 
17, 2022. Renovations are 
coming along, and we are 

excited to see the church’s impact in southwest Cedar Rapids 
and surrounding communities.

Antioch Christian Church, a CEM-partnered church plant in 
1974, is currently the largest Restoration Movement church in 
Iowa. They have discipled thousands of people to a vibrant 
relationship with Christ in their nearly 50-year existence. CEM 
provided salary support for their first multi-site location in 
Oelwein, Iowa (2020) and we are excited to do so again at 
Stoney Point.

Website: lifeisforliving.org 
Facebook: @antiochliving

CEM THANKS DAVE FREMSTAD
CEM thanks Dave Fremstad (CEM Executive Director, 2018-2021) for his leadership 
and care of CEM these past few years. Dave has a message for you, our supporters:

If I were to pick one word that best represents the year 2021, it would be 
“transitions.” My wife and I went through major life transitions and changes last 
year that included: selling our home, moving to a new city, buying a new house, 
and beginning a new ministry. In May, we relocated to Wayne, NE, as I became the 
Lead Pastor at Journey Christian Church. Once I started full-time ministry in Wayne, I 
stepped back to part-time with CEM, yet one more transition.

As a leadership team at CEM, we established a trial period until October of 2021 to 
determine if our organization can continue to grow and move forward with a part-
time Executive Director. We realized that CEM needs a full-time director making an 
impact in our region and be a resource for our churches. With that understanding, 
I have stepped down from my position to make room for a new full-time Director to 
step in.

My time with CEM has been a blessing. Over these last few years, the work we have done has allowed me to see God’s hand at work in 
churches of all sizes ages, from new church plants to more seasoned churches celebrating decades of ministry. I see a great need for 
church health and church planting all across our region, and it’s encouraging to know that CEM will continue to meet this need in the 
future. CEM remains an active, vibrant, and relevant ministry for our churches. I am so thankful that this ministry will continue to thrive 
and impact the Kingdom in the future!

Dave Fremstad

45 different churches donated to CEM in 2021 (see cemchurches.com/our-supportingchurches). Many of these churches got their start CEM church plant 
in the past.

• Churches’ cumulative giving grew by 40% over 2020, from $75,000 to $105,000, the highest it’s been in 7 years – WOW!
• 140 individuals/couples graciously donated to CEM last year, also a new record!
• Their cumulative giving increased by 27%, from $53,000 (2020) to $68,000 (2021.)
• Online gifts, through recurring monthly donations, have tripled, going from $4,250 (2020) to $11,200 (2021).
• Supporters stick with CEM by a 75% retention rate - the average for a nonprofit is 45%.

Thank you for your compassionate support throughout 2021!

2021 FUNDING FACTS

JANUARY 2021
For the first time ever, CEM prepaid the total 2021 salary 
for Jared Nassiff to Direction Church (launched in 2020.) 
Amidst the fiscal uncertainties of the pandemic, CEM 
leaders believed that giving them first priority was essential 
to the mission.

APRIL/MAY 2021
It was a committed team effort throughout the pandemic 
to keep the organization moving forward, and we had to 
creatively “pivot” our budget, resources, and structure. God 
mightily provided for us through generous churches and her 
people; not just to survive, but to create the engine for the 
future.

OCTOBER 2021
We hosted our 3rd Catalyst Conference with state-wide 
church leaders in attendance. Dale Sellers (95 Network) 
was our guest speaker, and he said it was his most-
engaged small conference of the year. We laid out the Iowa 
welcome mat and conference participants maximized the 
experience.

SEPTEMBER 2021
The Harvest Offering, our fundraising quest, starts in 
September each year to cover a church planter’s salary for 
the next year. We can delightfully say, donors broke a record 
again! Generous supporters topped 2020’s record-high of 
$53,000 and donated $57,000 in 2021.

DECEMBER 2021
CEM began a new church plant partnership with Antioch 
Christian Church. Antioch purchased the Stoney Point 
YMCA in southwest Cedar Rapids and is renovating it for an 
Easter 2022 launch date. Antioch Christian Church began 
as a CEM church plant, and it is a God-sized dream fulfilled 
when a CEM-partnered church creates more churches.

JANUARY 2022
We did it again because YOU did it again! We pre-paid our 
church planter’s salary commitment to Direction Church for 
Jared Nassiff, the lead pastor. We look forward to seeing 
the church’s ministry impact in Urbandale and Greater Des 
Moines in 2022.

FEBRUARY 2022
A new season begins at CEM under the leadership of Chad Halbach, Suzi Steele, and the CEM Board of Directors – what highlights 
will God bring about this year? Stay tuned…
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